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RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (FAMILY VIOLENCE) BILL 2018 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.05 pm]: As the shadow Minister for Prevention of Family 
and Domestic Violence, I want to express my disappointment that today the government has purposely chosen 
not to bring on the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018. The 
Leader of the House, who is the most experienced member opposite, gets to effectively distribute medals to bills 
based on their priority. Today the Leader of the House, the most experienced member opposite, decided to give 
the gold medal to the Betting Tax Bill 2018. She decided to give the silver medal to the Betting Tax Assessment 
Bill 2018. Not to be outdone, the bronze medal went to the Industrial Relations Amendment Bill 2018. As if it 
were some type of athletics carnival with a series of reserves in place in case the gold, silver or bronze medallist 
was not able to get over the line, the Leader of the House, the most experienced member opposite, decided that the 
first reserve would be, funnily enough, entitled the Reserves (Tjuntjuntjara Community) Bill 2018. The second 
reserve was the Gaming and Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2018. Today the house has passed five pieces 
of legislation, which were all determined by the Leader of the House, the most experienced member opposite. 

It is quite within the Leader of the House’s rights and privileges to determine which bill gets the gold medal, 
which gets the silver medal and which gets the bronze medal. However, as the shadow Minister for Prevention 
of Family and Domestic Violence, I am disappointed that the Leader of the House chose not to give one of those 
medals to the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018. The opposition has 
supported this bill at every stage of the proceedings; yet in recent times, as some type of distraction from the 
ineptitude of the management of the house—the delays that have taken place, the referral of matters to 
committee, leaving it languishing, including today, on the notice paper—although many members of the 
government have been quite respectful and, indeed, silent on this issue, a couple of members of the government 
have gone out of their way to distribute misinformation to the sector. They have repeatedly and falsely said that 
the opposition has been holding up the bill, yet it requires only a casual observer go through the chronology of 
events of the passage of this bill for them to very quickly come to the conclusion that all the delay has been at 
the behest of the government. 

I remind members that this bill languished on the notice paper from June. When I was away one day on urgent 
parliamentary business, the Leader of the House suddenly rose and decided to lift the bill and send it to the 
Standing Committee on Legislation. The Standing Committee on Legislation reported to the house on the precise 
day that it was asked to by the Leader of the House. Last week we had a complete fiasco. I have been told by 
several members who have been here longer even than the most experienced member opposite that they have never 
seen such a fiasco. There were multiple supplementary notice papers flying around left, right and centre. There 
were amendments moved written on other pieces of paper that people had not even seen. We had a minister who 
decided to move an amendment, sent it to the other place and the government in the other place decided to reject 
it. They are all matters that we will no doubt be dealing with tomorrow. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Did your people in the Assembly vote? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I will tell the Leader of the House what: why does she not get herself one of these things? 
It is called “the blue”—Parliamentary Debates (Hansard) of Thursday, 29 November. It is not very difficult. If 
the Leader of the House turns to page 87, she will be able to see all the proceedings that took place. I will tell her 
what: it was not anywhere near as much of a fiasco as it was in this place. That has happened two weeks in a row 
in this place. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: It has been two weeks in a row in which the mismanagement of this house has been entirely 
at the feet of the Leader of the House. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Stop! It is getting very difficult to hear Hon Nick Goiran. He is the only person who 
has the call. He has a few minutes left. If you want to add to the debate, I will give you the call when he sits down. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: It gives me no joy whatsoever to have to make these points this evening. They have to be 
made because some of the members opposite have gone out of their way to provide misinformation to the sector. 
That is the only reason that these things need to be corrected. 

The Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018 ought to have gone through both 
houses of Parliament without too much trouble, with some minor amendments, and it should all have happened on 
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a bipartisan basis, yet it did not happen. Why was that? The government was caught out in its ineptitude delaying 
the progress of the bill. When the government realised it had a problem and the sector was breathing down its 
neck, it thought, “Strewth, we’d better blame somebody else. Who are we going to blame? We can blame those 
terrible people in the opposition.” The government has been caught out with this pathetic strategy; it has been 
caught out time and again. That was hot on the heels of the previous week when there was an entire week of debate 
in which not one bill passed. Why was that? The Leader of the House, the most experienced member opposite, 
decided in her wisdom that we were going to sit through that particular piece of legislation for as long as it took 
for the government to keep repeatedly telling us why it could not agree to amendments, all for them to get up on 
the following Tuesday. That was a week wasted in the Legislative Council. 

Today has not been wasted. Five important pieces of legislation have been passed, but let us be clear: they are 
the five pieces of legislation that the Leader of the House has determined today were the five most important 
pieces of legislation for the Legislative Council of Western Australia to pass. It is not the decision of the 
opposition. For stakeholders who will inevitably be reading the Hansard to find out what is happening with the 
Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018, let us be clear: it did not come on for 
debate in the Legislative Council today, 4 December 2018, because the Leader of the House decided it was not 
a priority. That is the only reason it did not come on for debate today. I hope, as the shadow Minister for Prevention 
of Family and Domestic Violence, that it will be the government’s number one priority tomorrow. I do not know 
whether that is going to be the case, because I understand from a bulletin I received on Friday that the 
Leader of the House intends the top priority, the gold medallist, tomorrow to be the Sentence Administration 
Amendment (Multiple Murderers) Bill 2018. That is what I was informed of on Friday, pursuant to a bulletin that 
would no doubt have only been sent out under the authorship and consent of the Leader of the House. I hope that 
commonsense prevails and that tomorrow the gold medallist will quite rightly be the Residential Tenancies 
Legislation Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018. I implore the Leader of the House to have it so. I implore 
the Leader of the House to do the right thing and make sure that this important piece of legislation is given top 
priority tomorrow.  

It should not be left languishing on the notice paper as has happened many times this year. It started in June. 
By the time October rolled around, the Leader of the House was caught out with a bill languishing on the notice 
paper, which she hurriedly sent off to a committee and we had this fiasco last week. We do not want a repeat of 
that this week. I am saying to the government: do not leave it till Thursday; do not try its shifty stunts and things 
like that; let us get it done tomorrow. We are ready to do it tomorrow. All that is required is for the Leader of 
the House to decide to distribute her gold medal tomorrow to the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment 
(Family Violence) Bill 2018. We are not asking much, Leader of the House; we are just asking you to do the 
right thing. 
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